Eph receptors and ephrins in neural development.
Ephrins, ligands for the Eph family of receptor tyrosine kinases, are pivotal players in many developmental phenomena in both the central and peripheral nervous systems. Ephrins appear to act typically, but not exclusively, as repellents throughout development to influence axon pathfinding and topographic mapping, as well as restricting cell migration and intermingling. Recent findings are beginning to characterize the function and signaling of ephrins, as well as major roles for them in other tissues.